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ABOUT THE CONFERENCE

INTRODUCTION OF ORGANISERS

The studies of populism in North America and Europe have reached an agreement upon the
basic nature of populism in the Western liberal democracies. As a “thin” ideology, populism
is found to be authoritarian, antipluralistic, welfarism-oriented, and chauvinistic. Populism in
the West is related to economic conditions and, because of which, the sense of being deprived
among some social groups. Populism in the Asia-Pacific region has not, however, been
thoroughly investigated. The extant literature does not agree upon the characteristics of
populism in this region, compared with its western counterpart. Some believe that it is the
same story as in those North American and West European democracies, others believe not.

The Hang Seng University of Hong Kong

The conference is thus to invite the Asia-Pacific experts in the world to get together and
exchange their empirical observations and research findings on populism in the Asian-Pacific
countries, such as the details of its making, consequences, and implications. We intend to
draw a comprehensive picture of populism in Asia and construct a comparative framework to
contrast the models of populism in different political systems in the Asia-Pacific with the
conventional wisdom derived from the West.

Aspiring to be a leading private university in the region, HSUHK features a primary focus on
undergraduate education, top-quality faculty members, award-winning green campus
facilities, innovative degree programmes, unique residential college system combining living
and learning, interactive small class teaching, very close student-teacher relationship, RGCfunded impactful research, and excellent student development/support services. Listed among
the top 200 worldwide on “Quality Education” and “Decent Work and Economic Growth” in
Times Higher Education University Impact Rankings 2021, the University aims to nurture
young talents with critical thinking, innovative minds, human caring, moral values and social
responsibilities.

The Hang Seng University of Hong Kong (HSUHK) is a non-profit private liberal-artsoriented university with five Schools (Business, Communication, Decision Sciences,
Humanities and Social Science, and Translation and Foreign Languages) and over 6,000 fulltime students. Adopting the unique “Liberal + Professional” education model, HSUHK is a
residential institution which puts quality teaching and students’ all-round development as its
highest priorities.

Centre for Greater China Studies, The Hang Seng University of Hong Kong
Centre for Greater China Studies (CGCS) aims to enhance interdisciplinary research that
highlights the rise of China and its impact on the rest of the world. The CGCS has two major
objectives. First, it serves as a research platform to formulate and promote Greater China
studies at HSUHK. Its second objective is to facilitate academic exchange and cooperation
between local and international scholars.

Department of Social Science, The Hang Seng University of Hong Kong
The Department of Social Science provides a multidisciplinary learning environment for
students to critically study human interactions and social processes in various societies with a
global awareness. We strive for excellence in teaching and research by means of collaborative
and innovative inquiry methods.
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER
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KEYNOTE SPEECH

Professor Paul TAGGART

Foxes in the Chicken Coop? Three Strategies of Populists in Government

Paul Taggart is Professor of Politics at the University of
Sussex. His focus is on comparative politics and his research
focused primarily on populism and on Euroscepticism and
more broadly on the domestic politics of European integration.
He has published six books including The New Politics and
the New Populism (1996, Palgrave), Populism (2000, McGraw
Hill) and Oxford Handbook of Populism (2017, OUP) and
numerous articles in these areas.

Abstract

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON POPULISM IN ASIA THE SAME OR DIFFERENT STORY?

The lecture draws of the variety of recent experiences of populism across the world to develop
a typology of populist strategies for dealing with being successfully elected to government.
The lecture argues that anti-establishment element of populism does provide a particular
challenge for populists in office regarding how they maintain their populist credentials while
becoming part of the establishment that they have opposed. Looking at the range of cases we
can identify three patterns of behaviour in office. The first consists of those populists who
once in office effectively moderate or abandon their populism. The second strategy is where
populists in office attempt to fundamentally reshape the institutions of government into a
form that minimises opposition and maximises the legitimacy of their claims to bring about
change. The final strategy is where populists in office behave as if they are in opposition and
effectively continue to govern in a campaigning mode and eschew the aspiration to bring
about policy change. The lecture attempts to outline these strategies and to illustrate them
with recent cases of populists in power.
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PROGRAMME RUNDOWN
Date:
Time:

25 - 26 February 2022 (Friday - Saturday)
(Day 1) 10:45 - 18:05
(Day 2) 11:00 - 18:15

25 February 2022 (Friday)
Panel 2
Discussant: Dr. Rou-lan CHEN (National Sun-Yat-San University)
13:30 - 14:00

25 February 2022 (Friday)
10:45 - 11:00

Mr. Hyeonjun KIM
PhD Candidate, Double Degree Programme
Department of Political Science, Yonsei University/
SEAS, The University of Sheffield

Welcome Speech
Professor Kwok-kan TAM
Dean of Humanities and Social Science,
The Hang Seng University of Hong Kong

14:00 - 14:30

Populisms in India
Dr. Srikrishna AYYANGAR
Associate Professor
School of Policy and Governance
Azim Premji University

11:30 - 12:00

Populism and COVID-19 Vaccine Hesitancy
Dr. Jason KUO
Assistant Professor
Department of Political Science
National Taiwan University

Panel 1
Discussant: Dr. Jason KUO (National Taiwan University)
11:00 - 11:30

The meta-narrative on populism studies as “a global
phenomenon”: Why populism in the Western countries
or others but not in East Asia?

14:30 - 15:00

Q&A

15:00 - 15:10

Break

A Cultural Potential for Populism in Asia:
Comparative Evidence from ABS Data
Dr. Shiru WANG
Assistant Professor
Department of Social Science
The Hang Seng University of Hong Kong

12:00 - 12:30

Q&A

12:30 - 13:30

Lunch

Note: All the time shown on the schedule are Hong Kong Time (HKT).

6

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON POPULISM IN ASIA THE SAME OR DIFFERENT STORY?

7

25 February 2022 (Friday)
Panel 3
Discussant: Dr. Muhammed AFZAL P (BITS Pilani)
15:10 - 15:40

Prabowo’s Populism in Indonesia:
Primary concept and secondary ideas

26 February 2022 (Saturday)
Panel 4
Discussant: Dr. Srikrishna AYYANGAR (Azim Premji University)
11:00 - 11:30

Dr. Andreas UFEN
Senior Research Fellow
German Institute of Global and Area Studies

15:40 - 16:10

16:10 - 16:40

Q&A

16:40 - 16:50

Break

Keynote Speech
16:50 - 18:05

Dr. Muhammed AFZAL P
Assistant Professor (Cultural Studies)
Department of Humanities and Social Sciences
BITS Pilani, Pilani Campus

Pakatan Harapan in Malaysia: A Failed Populist?
Dr. Wan Rohila Ganti WAN ABDUL GHAPAR
Lecturer of Faculty of Business, Economics
and Social Development
Universiti Malaysia Terengganu

Keynote Speech Foxes in the Chicken Coop? Three Strategies of Populists in
Government

National-Popular, Popular Politics and Left Popular:
The Left Movement in Kerala and the Reinvention of Leftwing Populism

11:30 - 12:00

Populism in Pakistan:
The Exclusionary–Inclusionary Divide in Politics of Imran
Khan and Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto
Dr. Fizza BATOOL
Research Associate
Pak Institute for Peace Studies

12:00 - 12:30

Q&A

12:30 - 13:30

Lunch

Professor Paul TAGGART
Professor of Politics
University of Sussex

Note: All the time shown on the schedule are Hong Kong Time (HKT).
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26 February 2022 (Saturday)
Panel 5
Discussant: Dr. Shiru WANG (The Hang Seng University of Hong Kong)
15:00 - 15:30

Varieties of Chinese Populism:
Mapping the mindsets of pro- and anti-system populists

26 February 2022 (Saturday)
Panel 6
Discussant: Professor Sarah EATON (Humboldt university Berlin)
16:40 - 17:10

Professor Sarah EATON
Professor of Transregional China Studies
Institut für Asien- und Afrikawissenschaften
Humboldt University Berlin
Dr. Armin MÜLLER
Postdoctoral Fellow
Jacobs University

15:30 - 16:00

Mr. Andreas EDER-RAMSAUER
PhD candidate
Freie Universität Berlin
(Japanese Studies)

17:10 - 17:40

16:00 - 16:30

Q&A

16:30 - 16:40

Break

The Han-wave Populism in Taiwan
Dr. Rou-lan CHEN
Associate Professor
Department of Political Economy
National Sun Yat-sen University

South Korean Youth and the Far-Right:
Populist Movement in the Post-Political Democracy
Mr. Yong-Jun PARK
PhD Candidate
Faculty of Education
University of Cambridge

Yamamoto Tarō and Reiwa Shinsengumi:
Love, populism and radical democracy

17:40 - 18:10

Q&A

18:10

Closing
Dr. Shiru WANG
Assistant Professor
Department of Social Science
The Hang Seng University of Hong Kong

Note: All the time shown on the schedule are Hong Kong Time (HKT).
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Dr. Muhammed AFZAL P
Dr. P. Muhammed Afzal teaches courses in Cultural Studies in
the Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, Birla
Institute of Science and Technology, Pilani, Rajasthan. He is a
Ph.D. in Cultural Studies from the English and Foreign
Languages University, Hyderabad, India. His doctoral
dissertation “Cinema, Politics and Historical Consciousness:
The Left and the production of a Modern Subjectivity in
Kerala, 1950s-1980s” explored the constitutive role that the
Left's intervention in the domain of culture played in the
construction of a national-popular will in the south Indian
region of Kerala. He is currently working on a project titled
“Nostalgia, Melancholy and Communist Desire: Left-wing
Culture in Kerala”. In addition, he is also researching on the
relationship between Marxism, melodrama, and the
construction of a communist hero in Malayalam popular
culture and its relationship with Left politics in the state. His
areas of research interests include Malayalam Cinema,
Intellectual and Cultural History of the Left in India, Popular
Culture and Popular Politics, Cultural Studies in Asia, and
Language
Politics.
He
can
be
contacted
at
muhammedafzalp@gmail.com
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National-Popular, Popular Politics and Left Popular:
The Left Movement in Kerala and the Reinvention of Left-wing Populism
Abstract
In this paper I draw on contemporary discussions on populism in the Indian context to discuss
the history of the Left movement in Kerala as one that is enmeshed in a constant negotiation
between populist mobilizations and party politics. Academic studies on the south Indian state
of Kerala, one of the first regions in the world to have an elected communist government,
have focused on the subnational dimension of the Left movement in Kerala, where the Left
articulated a linguistic identity in relation to a Pan-Indian identity. While the Communist
Party came to power in Kerala as a result of its populist mobilizations in the 1940s and 1950s,
it had to work within the framework of parliamentary democracy and federalism. However,
the absence of popular sovereignty, and the structural divide between elite and vernacular
domains of politics at the national level meant that the elements of populist mobilization were
kept alive. With the advent of right-wing populism, and the rise of social movements around
the questions of caste, gender, sexuality, religion, etc. the Left movement in Kerala is
confronted with the need to “articulate the struggles about different forms of subordination
without attributing any a priori centrality to any of them” (Mouffe 2018) in order to continue
to be hegemonic. Confronted with a populist moment which requires political mobilization at
both the parliamentary level as well as in the domain of street politics or popular politics, the
Left politics in Kerala invokes its history of populist mobilizations in the mid-twentieth
century which involved the construction of a national-popular will. By moving beyond the
framework of sub-nationalism, this paper offers the possibility of tracing the history of the
Left movement in Kerala as one oscillating between movement and party politics, and more
importantly as one having a distinct history of Left-wing populism. Thus, the paper will
contribute to a growing discussion of populism in the non-Western contexts as well as the
distinct history of populism in the Indian subcontinent.
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Dr. Srikrishna AYYANGAR

Populisms in India

Srikrishna Ayyangar is an Associate Professor at the School of
Policy and Governance at Azim Premji University. Prior to
returning to India from the US, he taught at Sewanee,
Tennessee and the University of Hartford, Connecticut after
completing his doctoral work in Political Science at the
Maxwell School at Syracuse University. His research and
teaching interests are in Populist Politics and in
Implementation Studies. His most recent work on populism
was a co-authored article for the Studies in Comparative
International Development.

Abstract
The particular history of India and the diversity of populisms within it requires going beyond
contemporary approaches to populism as they have originated and evolved from, and
therefore are mostly preoccupied with, the Americas and Europe. This paper articulates an
approach that resonates with the Indian context, and perhaps with other multicultural postcolonial federal democracies as well.
The paper first argues that populisms in India originated prior to the emergence of full
democracy in India and therefore the affective connection that Indians share with populism is
quite distinct from that prevalent in the West. It then discusses the relevance of the ideational,
strategic and cultural approaches to populism, and argues that a discursive re-articulation of
their components is important because each of the approaches can explain some but not all
cases.
The paper proposes that populism be understood as a rupture that relies on popular
sovereignty and anti-elitism being considered as sufficient conditions and political leadership
as a necessary condition.
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Dr. Fizza BATOOL
Dr. Fizza Batool is a Research Associate at Pak Institute for
Peace Studies – an Islamabad based research and advocacy
institute working on human security issues. She has been
working in research and academic institutions for almost a
decade. Previously she served as a Senior Research Fellow at
Center for Peace, Security and Development Studies and as
Visiting Faculty at the University of Karachi, the Iqra
University, and the Ziauddin University. She was also the
2020 South Asian Visiting Fellow at Stimson Center,
Washington DC. She is currently working on the manuscript
of her first book – Voting in Liberal versus Illiberal
Democracies.

Populism in Pakistan:
The Exclusionary–Inclusionary Divide in Politics of Imran Khan and
Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto
Abstract
Prior research on Latin American and European populism has used the inclusionary and
exclusionary distinction to differentiate between left– and right–wing populism. The current
research uses this typology to compare populism of two political leaders in Pakistan –
Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto and Imran Khan. It highlights that in the absence of the domination of
liberal discourse, the inclusionary/exclusionary distinction cannot exist because the populists
of illiberal democracies can afford more ideological suppleness, switching from inclusionary
to exclusionary rhetoric in accordance to the demands of the majority.
Keywords: populism; Pakistan; Imran Khan; Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto; inclusionary populism;
exclusionary populism; illiberal democracies
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Dr. Rou-lan CHEN

陳若蘭

Rou-lan Chen (
) is an associate professor in the
department of Political Economy at National Sun Yat-sen
University, Taiwan. She received her Ph.D. in Political
Science from U.C. Berkeley. Her research interests include
political methodology and nationalism, with a specific focus
on Hierarchical Linear Modeling. She has published articles
on Taiwan’s identity politics and Chinese nationalism in
Journal of Contemporary China, Nations and Nationalism,
Journal of East Asian Studies, Asian Survey, as well as in
edited volumes. Her recent research centers on Hong Kong’s
localism, China’s fandom nationalism and the rise of
nationalist populism in Taiwan.

The Han-wave Populism in Taiwan
Abstract
In 2018, Han Kuo-yu, Kuomintang’s (KMT) candidate, won out in the mayoral election in
Kaohsiung. Han’s popularity was achieved through his populist appeal. Yet what populism
means remains a fundamental question. Our analysis based on a bifactor model shows that
populism in Taiwan is composed of one general dimension with two specific subdomains:
anti-elite and people-centered. Overall, Han’s hard-core supporters were significantly
populist. The results of structural equation model proved that two factors have stimulated
Taiwan’s current populist wave. The first has been associated with a left-wing variant of class
antagonisms. It has manifested in a backlash against globalization as the lower class feels left
behind. Despite Han’s appeals to a ‘common people’ image, the real driver of this Han-wave
populism was a right-wing variant of nationalist populism. Han displayed strong Chinese
nationalism, which galvanized the deep-blue core of the KMT who feel being marginalized by
the tendency toward Taiwanization.
Keywords: Han Kuo-yu, Han fan, Han wave, Common folk, Bifactor model
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Professor Sarah EATON
Sarah Eaton is Professor of Transregional China Studies at
Humboldt University Berlin. Her current projects examine
China’s role in high-tech standardization, state capitalism,
Chinese state-owned enterprise policy in the Xi Jinping era,
environmental politics and populist attitudes.

Dr. Armin MÜLLER
Armin Müller is a post-doctoral researcher in the project
“Development Dynamics of Chinese Social Policy.“ He
formerly worked at Georg-August-Universität Göttingen. His
research focuses on social protection and the healthcare
system in the People’s Republic of China, as well as
vocational education and migration. He wrote his PhD about
China’s rural health insurance at the University of DuisburgEssen, and spent one semester with the Transnational Studies
Initiative at Harvard University studying transnational forms
of social security. The project is part of the Collaborative
Research Centre 1342 of the German Research Foundation
(DFG) Global Dynamics of Social Policy. The project
analyzes how the diffusion of ideas and learning influenced
the recent and unprecedented expansion of social protection in
the
People’s
Republic
of
China.
(http://www.socialpolicydynamics.de/index_en.html)
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Varieties of Chinese Populism:
Mapping the mindsets of pro- and anti-system populists
(Authors: Professor Sarah EATON & Armin MÜLLER)
Abstract
Building on recent work analyzing two sub-types of populist attitudes in mainland China—
pro- and anti-system—this paper seeks to map the mindsets of each through analysis of
attaching “host ideologies.” We hypothesize that pro-system “Party populism” is rooted in
cultural populism that regards perceived threats to the Chinese nation with fear and anger.
Anti-system “critical populism,” by contrast, is a socio-economic populism anchored in
discontent with the social side-effects of economic reforms, social inequality more generally,
and corruption. We test these claims using an original online survey dataset (n=2,136)
collected in 2018. The findings strongly support our expectations about the ideological
correlates of critical populism, suggesting a family resemblance to leftist populisms in Europe
and the Americas. The results for Party populism are more inconclusive, which might be due
to the difficulties of reaching older males through online surveys. The Xi Jinping
administration’s recent embrace of “common prosperity” may be an effort to address critical
populists’ discontent.
Keywords: populism, authoritarianism, China, political attitudes
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Mr. Andreas EDER-RAMSAUER
Andreas Eder-Ramsauer, MA: PhD candidate Freie
Universität Berlin (Japanese Studies); MA in Japanese Studies
from the University of Vienna; member of the Populism
specialist group of the German Political Science Association
(DVPW); Main research interests: Populism; History of
political ideas in Japan; democratic theory and practice in
Japan.

Yamamoto Tarō and Reiwa Shinsengumi:
Love, populism and radical democracy
Abstract
A new era, a new form of radical politics? Founded at the onset of the Reiwa era, Reiwa
Shinsengumi (RSG) entered the political scene in 2019 as Japan’s first left-wing populist
(LWP) party. Under the leadership of the charismatic former actor and prominent anti-nuclear
energy activist, Yamamoto Tarō, the party demands a more active and compassionate form of
politics, taking an antagonistic position towards, not only the conservative Liberal Democratic
Party, but also the wider neoliberal establishment’s withholding of money and love from the
suppressed people. Utilizing a discourse-theoretical approach to populism based on the works
of Ernesto Laclau and Chantal Mouffe, this paper examines the simultaneous presence of both
populist leader-centrism and the radical democratic autonomy of individual struggles among
the very heterogeneously defined “suppressed people” whom RSG aims to bring together and
represent. Results show that the signifier and subject position, tōjisha (those afflicted by or
involved in something), allows autonomously articulated antagonisms to connect to the
dominant populist logic, thereby counterbalancing a strong leader-centrism. This paper offers
insights into the Japanese context, a previously unexamined environment for left-wing
populism.
Keywords: Left-wing populism; Japan; radical democracy; discourse theory
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Mr. Hyeonjun KIM
Hyeonjun Kim is a Double Degree PhD researcher of the
Department of Political Science at Yonsei University and
School of East Asian Studies at the University of Sheffield in
early 2022. He conducts research on the theory of populism
and nationalism, Korean political history, and the cultural
approach to political science. He is the first author of Kim,
Hyeonjun, and Jungmin Seo (2017) “A Reflection on the
Concepts of Populism: A Cultural Analysis Approach.”
Korean Political Science Review Vol. 51 No. 4 (September),
49-74 (in Korean) and Kim, Hyeonjun (2015) “Cultural
Theory of the State and the Political Subjectification of an
Individual: A Life History Study of a Young Political
Activist.” The Korean Journal of Cultural Sociology Vol. 19
(November), 207-251 (in Korean). He also co-authored the
article on the mega national event; Kim, Hyeonjun, Dongeun
Shin, and Hwanbi Lee (2018) “Future for All of Us?: 2018
PyeongChang Olympic Winter Game and the Cultural
Manifestation of the State.” Culture and Politics Vol. 5 No. 4
(December), 153-199 (in Korean). His current projects are
funded by the National Research Foundation of Korea: “A
Cultural Analysis of the Relations between Populism and
Nationalism: The Case of South Korea (NRF2020S1A5B5A17088607)” and “Crack in the Taegeukgi:
Changes in the Symbolic Meanings of the National Flag and
the State-System of Korea (NRF-2021S1A5B5A17056049).”
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The meta-narrative on populism studies as “a global phenomenon”:
Why populism in the Western countries or others but not in East Asia?
Abstract
Recent literature on populism as “a global phenomenon” questions the concept to be applied
to as many countries as possible in comparative research. In so doing, the minimal definition
based on the antagonism between the homogenous people and the elite suggests the vertical
imagination of contention as a generalisable analytical frame. This conceptualisation
problematises how populistic antagonism replaced the horizontal spectrum of the
conventional Left-Right polarisation in liberal democracy. Then can we apply this concept to
the countries in East Asia, such as South Korea or Taiwan, which experienced the highly
centralised government during the rapid economic development with the bit of historical
experience of horizontal political cleavage? We can also consider that the states in that region
‘might’ have constructed the vertical antagonism between the power and the popular mass
similar with populistic confrontation. This study aims to analyse the historical elements
considered ‘populistic’ in two countries. By doing so, I argue that such features do not
guarantee by themselves the strict naming of certain countries or social movements as
‘populistic’ or ‘not populistic.’ This task can be a part of the attempt to remedy the tendency
of jumping to the conclusion of case-selecting in the previous populism studies.
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Dr. Jason KUO

Populism and COVID-19 Vaccine Hesitancy

Jason Kuo is an Assistant Professor in the Department of
Political Science at National Taiwan University. His fields of
teaching and research include international political economy,
comparative political institutions, political psychology and
applied experimental methods. His recent work has been
published in Journal of Contemporary China. He served as
Treasurer of Taiwanese Political Science Association between
2018 and 2020. He is also the recipient of the University's
Outstanding Teaching Award in 2021 and the Ministry of
Education's Teaching Practice Research Excellence in 2022.

Abstract
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The impact of populism on COVID-19 vaccine hesitancy across individual citizens during the
pandemic has not been systematically evaluated in the literature. This study argues that all
else equal, those who are attitudinally more populist are more likely to be unvaccinated
against COVID-19. The argument is supported by empirical evidence from an original public
opinion survey of Taiwanese adults (n=2554). The paper bridges the gap in empirical research
on populism and pandemic mass politics in East Asia. It also suggests that populism remains a
challenge to global public policy cooperation to end this historically unprecedented pandemic
through mass vaccinations around the world.
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Mr. Yong-Jun PARK
I am currently a fourth-year PhD candidate in Sociology of
Education and a Cambridge Trust Scholar at the University of
Cambridge.

South Korean Youth and the Far-Right:
Populist Movement in the Post-Political Democracy
Abstract
"Why is democracy performing so poorly? How can we find democracy’s resilience in the
face of a darkening political landscape and growing authoritarianism? At a historical moment
when the prospects of democracy have been challenged by various movements, this study
aims to focus on the ideological features of populism as it functions to preserve particular
notions of identity. This approach is rooted in a broadly interpretive sociological framework
and, in particular, it seeks to capture youth accounts and conceptualisations of citizenship and
belonging in relation to twenty-first-century temporal and geographical patterns of Korean
political landscapes.
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Dr. Andreas UFEN
Dr. Andreas Ufen is a Senior Research Fellow at the German
Institute for Global and Area Studies, Hamburg, and an
adjunct professor of political science at the University of
Hamburg. His main research interests are political parties,
democratization, political Islam, and populism in Southeast
Asia, especially in Indonesia and Malaysia.

Prabowo’s Populism in Indonesia:
Primary concept and secondary ideas
Abstract
In this article, populism is analysed according to a discursive or ideational approach that
stands in contrast to political-strategic, organizational, socio-cultural, structuralist, and class
approaches as well as combinations thereof. A populist discourse is conceptualized as
consisting of recurring and predominating attacks on ‘the corrupt elite’, and the claim to
represent ‘the pure people’ and a general will. Populism is distinguished from elitism and
‘thick’ ideologies such as fascism, socialism, and Islamism. The case of Prabowo Subianto,
presidential candidate in 2014 and 2019, serves to exemplify this approach and define the
scope of populism against other forms of political mobilization. The article shows that an
ideational concept of populism captures key elements of the political discourse, but only if a
primary concept (a ‘thin ideology’) and secondary ideological components are clearly
distinguished. The article analyses Prabowo’s primary concept from attached, secondary
elements with reference to 17 of his campaign speeches. Prabowo is a prime example of a
populist who constructs an essentialist antagonism between ‘friend’ and ‘foe’; this thin
ideology is surrounded by diverse ideational elements that could easily be substituted.
Keywords: Populism, ideational approach, primary concept and secondary ideas, Prabowo
Subianto, Indonesia
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Dr. Wan Rohila Ganti WAN ABDUL GHAPAR
Dr. Wan Rohila Ganti received her PhD in Political Science
from Universiti Sains Malaysia. She is now teaching at the
Faculty of Business, Economy and Social Development,
Universiti Malaysia Terengganu, Malaysia. Her research
interests are on Malaysian politics, party activism, political
culture and political participation. She is now conducting a
project on political literacy to the youths aged 18-21 years old.
Malaysia has recently passed the Bill that set the minimum
age of voting at 18 from 21 and allow automatic voter
registration. She is also an avid advocate on the rights and
welfare of Cerebral Palsy kids.

Pakatan Harapan in Malaysia: A Failed Populist?
(Authors: Wan Rohila Ganti Bt WAN ABDUL GHAPAR, Muhammad
Ariff Asyrul Adnan, Che Hamdan Che Mohd. Razali, Muhamad Fazil
Ahmad )
Abstract
Populism plays on the popular sentiments of the people. Political leaders who know how to
manipulate those sentiments often seen as a new hope, a saviour of the nation. Realizing
oppositions always have an edge over populist promises, the far-right ruling government has
begun adopting and adapting populist decisions. Voters are offered with populist manifestos
from contesting parties, making them easily fall into the sweet promises. In the context of
current trends of populism in Malaysia politics, Pakatan Harapan;PH (The Pact of Hope) won
the 2018 General Election, denying the 65 years of Barisan Nasional; BN (National Front)
domination. This paper firstly examines the main concerns of Malaysian voters prior to the
General Elections. The main worries of Malaysian voters were tactically tackled by the
Pakatan Harapan strategists in drawing the election promises. Similarly, Barisan Nasional also
offered interesting development populist manifestos, leaving the voters in dilemma. This
paper then explores the efforts of Pakatan Harapan in fulfilling their populist promises,
whether they had political wills to do so or they were just being a typical government that
broke their promises once they became the government. Main findings yielded that Pakatan
Harapan won mainly due to their populist election promises, and due to many factors, they
were roughly unable to walk their talk.
Keywords: Pakatan Harapan; Malaysian Politics; populist manifestoes; 14th General Election;
failed populist
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A Cultural Potential for Populism in Asia:
Comparative Evidence from ABS Data
(Authors: Dr. Shiru WANG & Professor Yu-tzung CHANG)
Abstract
The studies of populism in North America and Europe have reached an agreement upon the
basic nature of populism in the Western liberal democracies. Empirical evidence confirms that
the right-wing populism in these countries is a manifestation of a cultural backlash reactive to
the dominance of cosmopolitan liberalism as a result of the sense of economic insecurity
mediated by previously latent ethnic prejudice among the losers of globalization. In contrast,
an across-country statistical analysis of the recent Asian Barometer Survey data suggests that
the populist potential in Asia is not economic but primarily values-driven. Collectivism and
authoritarianism vigorously reduce the support for democratic institutions and pluralism and
therefore increase the probability of the rise of populism. In the meantime, blind nationalism
is a driver for populism in East Asia.
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